


Thank you,
Palmcroft Church.

On September 15, 1944, God gathered a group of believers 

to form Palmcroft Baptist Church. Palmcroft immediately 

began to support the worldwide vision of reaching the 

unreached for the Gospel. We have faithfully trained up 

missionaries, prayed for missions, and given to mission 

work, continuing our legacy of being missions-minded, for 

75 years. 

The impact of Palmcroft’s desire to share the Good News 

can be felt all over the globe, and all the glory belongs to 

Jesus Christ! Thank you, Palmcroft Church, for generously 

aiding and serving in this holy calling. As we celebrate 

how our Father has used this church to bring people to 

Himself, we also look forward to how God will continue to 

use Palmcroft in taking the life-changing reality of Jesus 

into our neighborhoods, our cities, and our world.



Our church has...

helped start 5 churches, sent out 30 missionaries 
from our church to serve in many countries, 
embarked on 100 or more short-term mission 
trips, financially supported over 200 mission 
projects and workers around the world, 
prayed countless prayers for the lost, and 
twice raised $1,000,000 in an offering for 
missions.



Decades of 
Missionaries at 
Palmcroft

1940s
Amby and Mary Jo McMahon, Wycliffe, 
Mexico, 1944-1968, 1974-1978
(Amby passed in 1968. Mary Jo returned 
to service in 1974.)

1950s

AR and Vera Frommans, India, 1952-1976
A.V. and Virginia Castira, Astoria Baptist 
Church, USA, 1953-1976
Elmer Ash, Wycliffe, Bolivia, 1955-1961
Al and Margaret Palfenier, CBFMS, Brazil, 
1955-2000
Jewel Yoo, Student in preparation for 
service in Korea, 1956-1966
John Mishler, Wycliffe, Peru, 1959-1960

1960s

John and Billie Mishler, Wycliffe, Peru, 
1960-present
Elmer and Frieda/Ruth Ash, Wycliffe, Bolivia, 
1961-2015
Daniel and Jewel Shin, Korea Gospel Mission, 
Korea, 1966-1985
Phil and Ruth Mosher, South American 
Missions, Brazil, 1966-1999
Linda Sharp, CBFMS, Cote d’Ivoire, 1969-2007



1970s Dr. Leroy and Lucille Thomas, Southwestern College, 1970-2001
Lester and Priscilla Hirst, CBFMS, Argentina, 1976-1994

Martin and Peggy Thomas, BCM International, USA, 1982-1993
Joanna Beeler, CBFMS, Pakistan, 1988-present
D and M, CBFMS, Taiwan, 1988-present

1980s

Bill and Nancy McComb, CBI, Senegal, 1996-present
Jared and Tanya Cox, CAM/TEAM, Nicaragua, 1999-20101990s

R, ELIC, Asia, 2003-2005
Nate and Cindy Hitson, Food for the Hungry/WorldVenture, 
Bolivia, 2006-2010
Jon and Tina Thomas, Wycliffe/JAARS, Papua, 2006-present
J and S, Frontiers, Central Asia, 2007-present
Devon Mackey, Face to Face International, Int’l, 2008-2010
RheaAnne Malmgren, RCE International, Austria, 2009-2011

2000s

2010s

Sean and Ruthann Cross, WorldVenture, Spain, 
2015-present
C, ELIC, Asia, 2016-present
R and S, WorldVenture, Southeast Asia, 
2016-present
Chelsi Johnson, WorldVenture, Spain, 2018-present



Mission Agency: Wycliffe Bible 
Translators
Place of Service: Mexico
Ministry: Medical Work and 
Translating
Years Supported: 1944 – 1968, 
1974 – 1978

The McMahon
Family



Amby & Mary Jo McMahon were the fi rst sent 

out missionaries of Palmcroft along with their 

children Norman, Amby, and Jim. Th e McMahons 

were a testament to the hard work it takes to be 

missionaries to a very closed off  people group, the 

Cora Indians. Living in very primitive conditions 

on the coastal area of Presidio de Los Reyes and 

San Juan Corapan, they built relationships with 

the people by doing medical work and learning to 

speak their very diffi  cult language. Th e McMahons 

labored for several years not knowing if they would 

see a believer among the Coras. Due to health 

issues and other obstacles Amby, Mary Jo and their 

children came back to the US in 1964 and in 1969 

Amby passed away. Mary Jo also began to work as 

Palmcroft’s secretary that same year. In 1973, Mary 

Jo and her son, Jim, heard that there was a church of 

believers amongst the Cora Indians and they visited 

to fi nd 50 Coras attending a small church. After that 

trip Mary Jo went back to work for Wycliff e in 1974. 

With the help of colleagues Mary Jo fi nally saw the 

New Testament translated into the language of the 

Coras in her later years. Th e McMahons loved the 

Coras and took every opportunity to share Christ 

with them.



Arthur and Erma Fromman
Mission Agency: Independent
Place of Service: India
Ministry: Evangelism, Preaching, Nursing, and Gospel Recordings
Years Supported: 1952 – 1976
Arthur and Erma Fromman met in India where Arthur had already 
been serving. India was truly on both their hearts as they jumped 
right into their mission work under a small faith mission in their 
early days. Th e Frommans were later sent out by CBFMS. Arthur, 
Erma and their children, Kathryn and Richard, were members of 
Palmcroft church after retiring from CBFMS in 1952. Th is family  did 
not retire from mission work after leaving CBFMS but instead went 
back to serve amongst the Indian people for many years.

A.V. and Virginia Castria
Mission Agency: Independent
Place of Service: New York
Ministry: Astoria Baptist Church
Years Supported: 1953 – 1976

NO PICTURE

Elmer and Frieda/Ruth Ash
Mission Agency: Wycliff e Bible Translators
Place of Service: Bolivia and Peru
Ministry: Airplane Maintenance Jungle Aviation, Nursing, and WBT 
JAARS Headquarters Work
Years Supported: 1955 – 2015
Elmer and Frieda Ash served for several years in Peru and Bolivia 
with Wycliff e along with their children, Suzanna and Morris. Elmer, 
a former Navy man and Frieda, a nurse joined WBT in 1954 as part 
of the Jungle Aviation and Radio division. In 1972, the Ashs returned 
home due to Frieda’s health and they served at WBT’s JAARS 
headquarters until Frieda passed away. Elmer remarried and he and 
his new wife, Ruth, continued to serve God in Bolivia.



Alvin and Margaret Palfenier
Mission Agency: Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission Society 
(WorldVenture)
Place of Service: Brazil
Ministry: Houseparents
Years Supported: 1955 – 2000
Al and Margaret Palfenier were sent out by Palmcroft to serve in 
Fortaleza, Brazil along with their children, David, Jerry, Karen, and 
Ronald. In 1960 they were appointed by CBFMS as houseparents for 
the Fortaleza Academy working with missionary children from many 
diff erent countries. Th ey also served at a local Baptist church where 
Al trained local laymen. Al and Margaret were the only CBFMS mis-
sionaries in this large coastal area for many years. Th e Palfeniers now 
reside in Oregon and still consider Palmcroft as their home church.

John and Billie Mishler
Mission Agency: Wycliff e Bible Translators
Place of Service: Peru
Ministry: Airplane Mechanic JAARS and Nursing
Years Supported: 1959 – Present
John and Billie Mishler served for many years in the jungles of Peru 
with their children, Becky, John Jr., and Julie Beth. John was a former 
Marine and Billie trained as a nurse in California. Th e Mishlers met 
at Arizona Bible Institute and were members of Palmcroft Baptist 
Church. Th ey joined Wycliff e in 1959 to serve God in Peru. John 
served as the superintendent of the aviation division in Peru and 
Billie worked at a clinic for missions personnel. Billie has since passed 
away with John still continuing ministry work. John is the longest 
supported missionary of Palmcroft covering 60+ years of service.

Daniel and Jewel Shin
Mission Agency: Korea Gospel Mission
Place of Service: Korea
Ministry: Rural Church Ministry and Girl’s School Principal
Years Supported: 1966 – 1985
Daniel and Jewel Shin were both born in Korea and after receiving 
training from Arizona Bible Institute and Southwestern Baptist Bible 
College they returned to serve in Korea with their children, Glenn 
and Terry. Palmcroft set apart Daniel for his own special rural church 
ministry under the Korean Gospel Mission. Jewel (Yoo) Shin was 
supported by Palmcroft while she was at ABI and she returned to 
Korea where she began her ministry as the principal of Isabelle Junior 
and Senior High School for Girls. Th e Shins faithfully served God in 
their ministries in Korea for many years.



Phillip and Ruth Mosher
Mission Agency: Berean Missions
Place of Service: Brazil
Ministry: Evangelism and Nursing
Years Supported: 1966 – 1999
Phillip and Ruth Mosher were commissioned to serve in Brazil 
by Palmcroft in 1966 along with their children, Joyce, Miriam, 
and Kathleen. Th e Moshers were married in Florida and attended 
Southwestern Baptist Bible College. Th eir work with the Galera 
Indians was sharing the Gospel, building relationships, meeting 
physical needs, and using Ruth’s nursing school to do medical work. 
Phillip, Ruth, and their family served many years communicating the 
Gospel and love of God to those people.

Linda Sharp
Mission Agency: Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission Society 
(WorldVenture)
Place of Service: Cote d’Ivoire, Ivory Coast
Ministry: Evangelism and Nursing
Years Supported: 1969 – 2007
Linda Sharp had always had a passion for nursing and missions work. 
She felt that Palmcroft was where she grew as a Christian adult while 
she attended Arizona Bible Institute. She was appointed by CBFMS 
to serve as a nurse at Ferkessedougou Hospital in the Ivory Coast of 
Africa. Linda served several terms at the hospital as well as taught 
Bible classes in the public schools there. After she was not able to 
stay in Africa full time she continued leading trips back to the Ivory 
Coast. Linda served several terms at the hospital as well as taught Bi-
ble classes in the public schools there. After she was not able to stay 
there full time she continued leading trips back to the Ivory Coast.

Dr. Leroy and Lucile Th omas
Mission Agency: Southwestern Baptist Bible College
Place of Service: Phoenix, AZ
Ministry: Teaching and Discipleship
Years Supported: 1970 – 2001
Dr. Leroy Th omas helped found Palmcroft Baptist Church where he 
served as senior pastor for 25 years. He and his fi rst wife, Adrianna, 
faithfully served at the church until 1969 when Dr.Th omas resigned 
in order to devote his time to teaching at Southwestern Baptist Bible 
College. Adrianna passed away the same year and Leroy remarried to 
Lucille. Leroy was instrumental in the progress of Southwestern and 
continued to work in Christian service throughout the rest of his life. 
His son, Martin, growing up at Palmcroft went into missions as well.



Lester and Priscilla Hirst
Mission Agency: Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission Society 
(WorldVenture)
Place of Service: Argentina and Venezuela
Ministry: Evangelism and Church Planting
Years Supported: 1976 – 1994
Lester and Priscilla Hirst became members of Palmcroft in 1971. Th ey 
and their children, Jonathan and Joel, were appointed to join 38 
other CBFMS missionaries to do church planting in Argentina. Th e 
Hirsts were infl uenced by many Palmcroft pastors and members 
like Pastor Bob Ellinger, Pastor David Hay, the Van Liew family, the 
Hitson family, the Mackey family and many others. In 1987 one of 
Palmcroft’s members, Valene Van Liew, went and worked alongside 
the Hirsts for a year. Les and Priscilla now reside in Tennessee and 
send best wishes to Palmcroft.

Martin and Peggy Th omas
Mission Agency: BCM International
Place of Service: Arizona
Ministry: Bible Clubs
Years Supported: 1982 – 1993
Martin, son of Pastor Leroy Th omas, and Peggie Th omas joined Bible 
Club Movement (BCM) around 1981 becoming second generation 
“homegrown” Palmcroft missionaries. Th ey held weekly Bible clubs 
in several homes and local churches during the school year and 
also worked at several camps over the years. Later in their ministry, 
Martin was the director of Victory Heights Bible Camp located 
outside of Show Low, Arizona and they served there until 1992. 
Palmcroft partnered in their ministry through praying, supporting, 
encouraging, and sending small groups to volunteer at the camp. 
Th eir son, Jon, also went on to become a missionary.

D and M
Mission Agency: CBInternational (WorldVenture)
Place of Service: Asia
Ministry: Evangelism, Teaching English, and Church Development
Years Supported: 1988 – Present
D and M met in Taiwan on a short-term mission trip and have had a 
heart for the Taiwanese people since then. M grew up at Palmcroft 
and was infl uenced by many visiting missionaries over the years. 
Th ey were appointed to serve with CBI in 1990 and they were joined 
by their 2 children, S and A. Th ey have boldly shared Christ with the 
people of Taiwan for over 30 years, and currently serve in a restricted 
country in Asia.

NO PICTURE



Joanna
Beeler

Mission Agency: 
Conservative 
Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society 
(WorldVenture)
Place of Service: 
Pakistan
Ministry: Nursing 
and Evangelism
Years Supported: 
1988 - Present



Joanna Beeler’s parents brought 

her to Palmcroft when she was 

just 1 year old. Joanna was saved 

under Pastor Leroy Th omas and 

committed her life to serve God at 

a Palmcroft missions conference. 

She had known since she was 

young that God was calling her to 

be a nurse and in 1988 began her 

missionary career in Pakistan with 

CBFMS. Joanna ministers to an 

unreached people group in Pakistan 

that is 90% Muslim. She considers 

it a blessing to minister amongst 

the Sindhi Women.



Bill and Nancy McComb
Mission Agency: CBInternational (WorldVenture)
Place of Service: Senegal
Ministry: Dorm Parents
Years Supported: 1996 – Present
Bill and Nancy McComb started attending Palmcroft in 1991 while 
attending Southwestern College(Arizona Christian University) and 
were married at Palmcroft in 1992. Th e McCombs and their 4 children, 
Josiah, Ian, Brady, and Bryan, were consistently involved with High 
School and College ministry under the leadership of Pastor Don 
Engram at Palmcroft while waiting to go to the fi eld before and in 
between terms. Th ey have served as dorm parents at MK schools in 
the Ivory Coast, Philippines, and most recently at Dakar Academy 
in Senegal, giving the last 23 years of their lives to missions. Th e 
McCombs are currently seeking God’s will as they embark on a new 
missions ministry in Arizona.

Jared and Tanya Cox
Mission Agency: CAM/TEAM
Place of Service: Nicaragua
Ministry: Church Planting
Years Supported: 1999 – 2010

R Clark
Mission Agency:  ELIC
Place of Service: Asia
Ministry: Teaching and Evangelism
Years Supported: 2003 – 2005
R grew up attending Palmcroft. It was through SMI(Student 
Missionary Internship) that R felt God’s call on her life. While 
attending Southwestern College, R heard about an opportunity to 
teach in an Asian country. She completed her two year term and is 
very grateful for what God taught her through her time overseas.

NO PICTURE
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Mission Agency: 
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Place of Service: Place of Service: 

Jared and Tanya Cox
Mission Agency: CAM/TEAM
Place of Service: Nicaragua
Ministry: Church Planting
Years Supported: 1999 – 2010

Mission Agency:  ELIC
Place of Service: Asia



Nate and Cindy Hitson
Mission Agency: Food for the Hungry/WorldVenture
Place of Service: Bolivia
Ministry: Community Work, Construction, and Evangelism
Years Supported: 2006 – 2010
Nate and Cindy Hitson, son and daughter-in-law of Palmcroft 
members Cheryl and Lynn Hitson, served for several years in Bolivia 
helping to meet physical needs within several communities in 
Bolivia. Nate grew up in Palmcroft and participated in SMI and 
several short term trips. In Bolivia, Th e Hitsons focused on building 
relationships which would lead to spiritual conversations. Due to 
health reasons they had to resign from WorldVenture but are still 
involved in ministry in the US.

J and S
Mission Agency: Frontiers
Place of Service: Central Asia
Ministry: Business as Mission
Years Supported: 2007 – Present
J and S were active in diff erent ministries at Palmcroft until they 
left for the mission fi eld in 2008. S grew up at Palmcroft where 
her family is still actively involved. Th ey along with their daughter 
serve in a secure country in Central Asia. Th ey were both uniquely 
equipped by God to evangelize the people group they live and work 
amongst.

NO PICTURE

Devon Mackey
Mission Agency: Face to Face International
Place of Service: International
Ministry: Church Development and Evangelism
Years Supported: 2008 – 2010
Devon Mackey grew up at Palmcroft and heard his call to ministry 
through the AWANA program. Devon’s ministry was to help church 
leaders develop vision, strategy, and mission leadership with 
their church. He, his wife, Shannon, and their children still attend 
Palmcroft. Since returning from the fi eld, Devon has been involved in 
many mission trips and training throughout his years at Palmcroft. 
Currently, his family is seeking God’s guidance in re-entering into 
full-time mission work.
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The 
Thomas
Family

Mission Agency: 
Wycliffe Bible 
Translators
Place of Service: 
JAARS Headquarters 
in Waxhaw, NC
Ministry: Aviation 
Mechanics and 
Leadership 
Development
Years Supported: 
2006 - Present



Jon and Tina Th omas 
are a third generation 
“homegrown” missionary 
family from Palmcroft. 
Jon and Tina followed the 
footsteps of two other 
Palmcroft homegrown 
missionaries Jon’s father, 
Martin Th omas, and 
grandfather, Leroy Th omas 
into missions with Wycliff e 
in 2004. Th e Th omas family, 
Jon, Tina, Andrew, Kaleb, 
Kolby, and Sarah, served in 
Indonesia for 6 years before 
returning back to the States 
due to medical issues 
in 2013. Th ey now serve 
at JAARS headquarters 
where Jon serves as an 
aviation mechanic and Tina 
serves as a trainer in the 
Learning & Development 
Department.



RheaAnne Malmgren
Mission Agency: RCE
Place of Service: Austria
Ministry: Teaching and Discipleship
Years Supported: 2009 – 2011
RheaAnne Malmgren attended Palmcroft along with her family for 
several years. RheaAnne loves missions and enjoyed getting to serve 
in Austria as a teacher in a Christian school. Her role allowed her to 
disciple young people in their relationship with Jesus and share the 
Gospel with those who didn’t know Him. RheaAnne still continues to 
support missions and continues to seek God’s will for her life as she 
works toward her MBA degree at Grand Canyon University.

C
Mission Agency: ELIC
Place of Service: Asia
Ministry:Teaching and Evangelism
Years Supported: 2016 – Present
C has attended Palmcroft since she was a baby. Growing up in the 
church she was involved in AWANA and has served in children’s 
ministry. After spending 6 weeks teaching an English camp in Hong 
Kong, C knew that the Father was calling her to become a teacher in 
Asia. Serving in a secure country can come with its challenges but C 
continues to listen to God when He asks her to boldly share her faith 
in Christ to the people she works with.

NO PICTURE



R and S
Mission Agency: WorldVenture
Place of Service: Southeast Asia
Ministry: Teaching English and Business as Mission
Years Supported: 2016 – Present
R and S have been attending Palmcroft for over 20 years. Th ey along 
with their children, have been involved in several ministries at 
Palmcroft over the years. Even in fi nding the right church to attend, 
missions has been a top priority for them and they are excited to 
serve God in Asia. Th ey are currently awaiting God’s timing in sending 
them out to the fi eld.

NO PICTURE

Chelsi Johnson
Mission Agency: WorldVenture
Place of Service: Spain and Europe
Ministry: Immigrant Ministry/Curriculum and Program 
Development
Years Supported: 2018 – Present
Chelsi Johnson began attending Palmcroft in 2013 and serves 
faithfully in several ministries including, children’s, worship, home 
groups, women’s, and missions ministries. As a result of a short term 
trip that went to the Friendship House in Spain, Chelsi knew that 
God was calling her to use her passion for kids ministry there. In 
2018, she was appointed with WorldVenture to create a preschool 
program for the Friendship House and to organize and create 
curriculum for other community centers across Europe. Chelsi is 
excited to share God’s love with families at the Friendship House and 
is awaiting God’s timing in sending her to the fi eld. 



The Cross
Family

Mission Agency: WorldVenture
Place of Service: The Friendship 
House, Madrid, Spain
Ministry: Immigrant Ministry
Years Supported: 2015 – Present



Sean and Ruthann Cross 
along with their children, 
AJ, Ethan, Jack and Evi, 
started attending Palmcroft 
in 2006. Th e Cross family 
was involved in many 
roles including AWANA, 
women’s ministry, mission 
team, welcome team, 
prayer team and leading 
short-term mission trips. 
Th ey departed for Spain 
in February of 2019 
where they plan to work 
in administrative roles 
at the Friendship House 
including coordinating 
short-term teams. Th e 
Crosses are excited to build 
relationships with the 
North African families that 
come to the community 
center.



Missions
Milestones

‘52

‘44
Mary Jo Aiton, a missionary 
in Mexico, received into the 
fellowship of Palmcroft

AR and Vera Fromman return to 
India after retiring to serve for 24 
more years

‘76
Lester and Priscilla Hirst become 
fi rst missionaries in residence

‘90
First SMI (Student 
Missionary Internship) trip

‘00
Million Dollars for Missions 
Off ering (again in ‘05)

‘12
Dirty Water Campaign (clean 
water projects)

‘19
Sean and Ruthann Cross and 
family leave for Spain

‘47
First mention in deacons’ 
meeting minutes of 
money being disbursed to 
missionaries

‘60
Southwestern 
Conservative Baptist 
Bible College added to 
mission budget

‘88
Joanna Beeler and D 
and M Penney are sent 
out

‘95
Desert Springs 
Community 
Church started

‘06
Jonathan � omas 
becomes a third 
generation 
“homegrown” 
missionary

‘14
Dedication of 
the church in 
Caracol, Haiti



“
“

— Les and Priscilla Hirst

...we encourage Palmcroft to 

continue in its great legacy 

of being a sending church 

of its own missionaries and 

a supporter of many others 

that the Lord brings to the 

congregations. Th e task of cross-

cultural evangelization will not 

be fi nished until the day the 

Lord returns, and He expects us 

to be comitted to, and involved 

in, the work of expanding His 

kingdom until that day.  
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